
Turning Momentum into Impact - An Update from Tees Maritime

TL;DR: Since launching in May, Tees Maritime has been hard at work turning ambition into action -
from shaping skills and education to raising the sector’s voice in government. We’re building the
pipeline, shaping the system, and telling the story. 

The launch was about planting the flag. Now it’s time to fly it. We’ve laid the groundwork - the focus
now shifts to inward investment and promoting Teesside plc on the national stage. We’re doing the
things our members said needed to be done, so they can focus on growing their business.

⚓ Speaking Up on Behalf of Our Members
 
From contributing to the North East England Offshore Wind Vision
Statement, to feeding member feedback into the National Policy
Statement for Ports, and providing input into the Government's
Maritime Strategy, we've made sure your concerns are heard where it
counts.
 
Our focus remains on aligning infrastructure, digital innovation, and
skills to unlock regional growth, while championing greater
collaboration between ports, clusters, and the energy sector. These
are the things most businesses don't have time to do - but we do.
Because ensuring your voice shapes national decisions is exactly
why the Cluster exists.

⚓ Amplifying Youth Voice
 
The newly appointed Tees Maritime Youth Board held its first meeting in July and will officially launch
later this month (more details soon!). The Youth Board brings together a diverse group of 16–19-year-
olds from across the region to help shape the sector's future, ensuring the sector is not just future-
ready, but future-led.
 
We continue to work closely
with the High Tide
Foundation; connecting
local students with real
employers, careers, and
experience.  

A great example of how
delivering outreach on behalf of
our members makes it easier
for them to stay focused on their
business, while still engaging
with future talent.
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⚓ Bringing Maritime into Schools
 
We're working with the brilliant Spark Tees Valley to fund a major classroom project, launching this
September in 25 local primary schools. At its heart is our 'Port to Doorstep' video series - developed
with local maritime businesses - which follows the journey of cargo and introduces the wide range of
careers that make it happen.

The videos are supported by in-classroom sessions delivered
by Spark, which include Tees-based mapping activities and a
coding challenge where pupils programme robots to follow the
cargo's journey across the region. With the additional funding
we'll secure through new members, we have the capacity to
deliver this in every primary school in Tees Valley.

⚓ Raising Our Voice in Parliament: Tees Maritime in Parliament
 
With the support of Chris McDonald MP, Tees Maritime was
formally recognised in the House of Commons, where our youth
engagement work prompted a call for a national parliamentary
debate on the future of young people in maritime. The Leader of
the House welcoming the proposal is a significant step towards
making sure youth voice is firmly embedded in future policy
discussions.

⚓ Strengthening Government Connections
 
We're working with the Department for Work and Pensions to
tackle Maritime's lack of visibility in national careers data
and guidance, as well as engaging TVCA, local MPs,
Maritime UK, and the Department for Transport to position
Teesside as a frontrunner for piloting initiatives under the
Government's new Industrial Strategy.
 
These partnerships don't just raise the region's profile - they
ensure our members are directly connected to the policies,
pilots, and funding streams shaping the sector's future.

⚓ Extending Our Reach into Education
 
We're actively collaborating with brilliant partners like
Tees Valley Education on their 'Classroom to
Careers' initiative, which embeds industry more
meaningfully into the curriculum.
 
Through roundtables, resource development, and
strategic input, we're helping shape a model where
local employers play a visible, consistent role in
raising aspirations. The goal: connecting classroom
learning to real-world opportunity, especially in
communities where social mobility is low and industry
engagement has been limited.
 
if you can't see it, you can't be it.



⚓ Launching a New Maritime Cadetship: Keep an eye on the local press for more updates!
 
Shaped with input from the Department for Transport, the new Maritime Cadetship will launch this
autumn. It brings together T Level and BTEC students from courses like marketing, business,
engineering, and planning - alongside industry mentors - to strengthen career pathways into the
sector through direct government collaboration.

⚓ Building New Skills Pathways: 
 
Driven by real-world workforce needs, we're working
with the Department for Education and Skills England
to develop a new Foundation Apprenticeship -
helping address the lack of sector-specific entry
routes while supporting colleges to embed maritime
themes into existing engineering, logistics, and clean
energy courses. 

By collaborating with education providers, local
government, and employers, we've created bespoke
training solutions that respond to immediate
industry demand and are tailored for local delivery.

⚓ Making Maritime Visible
 
We’ve secured a dedicated ‘Maritime’ category
on the Tees Valley Combined Authority jobs
platform - a small change with big impact. For
too long, maritime in Teesside has been hidden
within logistics and engineering, and overlooked
in careers guidance. 

This change puts maritime on the map, helping
young people see the opportunities,
strengthening the case for sector-specific
courses, and making the industry more visible
than ever.

⚓ Collaborating to Strengthen Regional and National Impact
 
From the breadth and depth of Maritime UK's network to local partners like THPUA, we're working
across the system to align strategy, share insight, and turn ambition into action.
 
Whether it's visiting regional clusters across the UK to exchange best practice, or actively engaging
with organisations like Energi Coast, the Gatsby Foundation, Career Ready, the Jobs Foundation, the
Chartered Institute of Export and International Trade, the British Ports Association, and the Institute of
Chartered Shipbrokers - we're focused on connecting national priorities with local delivery.
 
As honorary members of the Tees and Hartlepool Port Users Association, we're proud to stand
alongside those shaping the future of our region - and to ensure that collaboration remains at the
heart of everything we do.



What's Next?
 
Now the focus shifts to inward investment and promoting Teesside plc on the national stage.
 
On 5th November, we'll host the first-ever Coastal Powerhouse event right here in Teesside: 

Anchored in Potential - Teesside's Role as the Cornerstone of the UK's Coastal Future, in collaboration
with Maritime UK. 
 
Ministers, investors, and national leaders will join us to explore Teesside's leadership in shaping the UK's
coastal future - across infrastructure, innovation, and industrial growth.
 
We'll also be offering a limited number of exclusive partner opportunities as part of the event - giving
select organisations the chance to align their brand with national policy conversations, connect
directly with decision-makers, and showcase the depth of talent, innovation, and opportunity that
makes Teesside a powerhouse of coastal industry.
 
It's our chance to show why Teesside isn't just investable - it's indispensable.
 
And that's just the beginning. This event will kickstart a series of quarterly maritime-focused networking
opportunities for members, amplifying engagement, collaboration, and growth in the sector all year
round.

Help us maintain the momentum

Every new member strengthens our voice, fuels our projects, and expands the opportunities we can
deliver for Teesside. Join the Cluster today and be part of shaping the region’s maritime future.

Thank you to our members — their support made all of this possible and will continue to
keep Teesside’s maritime industry moving forward.


